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In my school days one of the short stories that had impressed me  was óThe Gift of the Magiô by O Henry  who tells 
us how Della and Jim, a  poor couple,  sacrificed the best they possessed to give a gift to each other. Christmas is a 
season of gifts and season of remembering people. 
 
For, us believers, each Christmas  provides us with special memories. As we build relationships with God and his 
people on earth, we learn to live as He wants us to live. 
Building relationships involves three things ï time, concern and sacrifice. Quite often we race a hectic life. This is 
more in Advent. On the eve of Christmas we keep ourselves busy even till midnight Mass, Then we fall down in ex-
haustion. In order to communicate love, we need to take time to do things for others, be a gift of ourselves to others. 
To be a gift to others we need the following: 
 
Time: God carefully planned for Jesusô birth, not at random, but just at the right time. ñBut when the fullness of 
time came, God sent His Son. He was born of a woman and subject to law, in order to redeem the subjects of the law 
that we might receive adoption as children of Godò. (Gal 4:4-5) 
As we ponder on the true meaning of Christmas, we wonder at how the creator in the fullness of  time  expressed 
His love for us by giving us the best gift any one could imagine, His only Son, Jesus Christ, and made us all a part of 
His family. By this gift He adopted us as His children, when we were lost and without hope in the world. He took 
time ñto seek and saveò those who are lost.  
 
We have a lot of opportunities to share our time with others, especially  the sick, old, the lonely ones and the people 
in prison. The Bible uses terms like encouragement, fellowship and ministry ï prison ministry, hospital ministry etc. 
Be a gift, a blessing  to every one who comes on your way during this month. Even giving a listening ear can help to 
strengthen a lonely heart. 
 
Concern:  Relationships depend on minds. When we really care about one another, we show concern. Family mem-
bers and community members show their concern away from the family or community.  They simply use their home 
or community as re-fuelling station ï a place to get some sleep and take a shower. In our times Reality Television 
shows us how not to care for one another. Such programmes put unrelated people together and show how they ma-
nipulate relationships. In our Christian communities and homes, we have opportunities to form stronger God-given 
ties that bind us together. If we fail, our peers may not vote us off the programme, but we may miss a great reward. 
Caring and concern starts with mind. Mindless gifts at Christmas waste money. Good gift-giving requires thinking 
about the recipient like Della and Jim. Take some time to think about the needs of those around you, then translate 
those thoughts into actions.  
 
Sacrifice: At Christmas we celebrate Fatherôs gift of his Son Jesus to us. He did so with great sacrifice leaving the 
glory of heaven to be one with us. St. Paul tells us to have the same mind as Jesus. He made Himself of no reputa-
tion, took upon himself the form of a servant, and became obedient unto death, even death on the cross.  
    
Oh Lord, bless this Christmas season with peace and joy. Grant that each of the Rice-Coal  reader may reflect on  
your goodness. Rid each heart of fear and distress, loneliness and pain, leaving only serenity of resting in your ever 
lasting love. May each one of the reader become a precious gift to every one who comes in contact with him or her.   
  

           + Salvadore Lobo 

Jesus Christ ï The Best Gift. 


